"Authenticated information that the Nazis were systematically exterminating European Jewr was made public in the United States in November 1942. President Roosevelt did nothing about the mass murder for fourteen months, then moved only because he was confronted wit political pressures he could not avoid and because his administration stood on the brink of a nasty scandal over its rescue policies. . . . Franklin Roosevelt's indifference to so momentous a historical event as t y h n he systematic annihilation of European Jewry emerges as the worst failure f his presidency." ica and the Holocaust, 1941 -1945 ew York: Pantheon Books, 1984 Hitler's Germany, 1941 -45 (New York: Simon & Schuster, 2002 .
The Abandonment of the Jews: Amer (N "How ironic that our greatest president of this century-the man Hitler hated most, the leader constantly derided by the anti-Semites, vilified by Goebbels as a 'mentally ill cripple' and as 'that Jew Rosenfeld,' violently attacked by the isolationist press-how ironic that he should be fau for being indifferent to the genocide. For all of us, the shadow of doubt that enough was not done will always remain, even if there was little more that could have been done. But it is the killers who bear the responsibility for their deeds. To say that 'we are all guilty' allows the tru guilty to avoid that responsibility. We must remember for all the days of our lives that it Hitler who imagined the Holocaust a a Throughout the 1930s, President Roosevelt was kept informed of the growing refugee crisis in Europe by political leaders with ties to the American Jewish community, including New York Governor Herbert Lehman. Through these contacts, Roosevelt also learned that the strict immigration quotas in place at the time were not being fully or fairly administered by his own State Department. In this November 13, 1935 letter, the President advises Lehman of the results of his own examination of the visa issue, the legal limitations imposed by the Immigration Act of 1924, and his instruction to the State Department that German Jews applying for visas were to be given "the most generous and favorable treatment possible under the laws of this country." (President's Official File 133: Immigration, 1933-35 , Box 1).
Document #2: Memorandum for Miss LeHand from Stephen Early, November 13, 1936:
Because of the country's isolationism and the immigration laws in place in the mid-1930s, President Roosevelt often felt constrained in taking a more proactive stance with regard to European refugees. In this November 13, 1936 memorandum for the President's private secretary Missy LeHand, Press Secretary Stephen Early recommends that the President resist the temptation to issue a requested appeal on behalf of persecuted Christians in Germany. Such an appeal, in the opinion of Early and the State Department, would be an inappropriate expression of the President's preference for one group of refugees over others. The President indicates his acceptance of Early's recommendation at the bottom of the memo. (President's Official File 133: Immigration, 1936 -1941 .
